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1951 PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES 


LIGHTS 


Then he showed Four 
Lights when he wished 
them to set full sail 
and follow in his wake. 


1951 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 


® Principles 

The Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom was originated 
in 1915 in the midst of the First World 
War. Jane Addams became its first 
international president, and held this 
office until her death. Throughout its 
history the League has maintained a 
policy and a program consistent with 
the ideas of its founder. As an inter- 
national organization, it aims to work 
by non-violent means for the establish- 
ment of those political, economic and 
psychological conditions both at home 
and abroad, which can assure peace and 
freedom. 
Peace 

The peace for which we work is much 
more than the absence of war or main- 
tenance of order through dominance of 
force. It is a positive principle of hu- 
man relations and can be found only 
where there is free enoperation for the 
common good. 
Freedom 

Liberty of the human spirit is a basic 
value. Although freedom must be exer- 
cised with responsibility, and individ- 
uals in society must accept much con- 
trol in the common interests, neverthe- 
less they must have the right to con- 
tribute to decisions and to express 
differing opinions through free demo- 
cratic processes. Contrary to this free- 
dom are all forms of dictatorship, all 
imperialisms. all suppressions of civil 
liberties. and discrimination based on 
race. class, sex, or opinions. 
Justice 

Justice is essential to Peace and Free- 
dom. The present disintegration of our 
culture is a demonstration of the deep- 
seated injustices in our economic and 
political structures. The only answer 
to the threat of totalitarianism is the 
development of a democratic social or- 
der in which the dynamic forces o 


scientific discovery and economic 
change can be utilized to enrich the life 
of all members of the human family. 
Policies 

The Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom (U. S. Section) 
is keenly aware of the responsibility 
which rests upon the citizens of our 
country at this moment of history. The 
present situation calls for creative lead- 
ership involving the rethinking of many 
traditional policies in our economic and 
political life. It is obviously impossible 
to separate domestic and foreign affairs 
since every decision concerning foreign 
policy has profound effects on the do- 
mestic economy and every domestic 
problem has repercussions throughout 
the world. The present danger of infla- 
tion in the U.S.A. threatens to wreck 
plans for the economic rehabilitation of 
other nations. 

In the light of the need for drastic 
change it is natural that there should 
be confusion and conflict concerning 
our national policy, but it is disastrous 
that the “Great Debate” should be used 
as an occasion for manoeuvering for 
political advantage rather than as a 
careful search for a constructive policy 
to meet the needs of the world. The 
W.LL.P.F. urges responsible statesmen 
to put aside antagonisms and to re- 
examine the course on which we are 
now embarked. We believe that the 
present subordination of all questions 
to consideration of military strength is 
a regression to earlier patterns of power 
politics. Not only does it undermine 
the fundamental philosophy of democ- 
racy, and tend to strengthen totalitarian 
forces both at home and abroad, but it 
is likely to precipitate the very danger 
which it is designed to prevent. 

A courageous reorientation of the 
nation’s policy toward peace instead of 
toward war is necessary to break the 


domination of fear and to make us the ; 
masters of our decisions rather than 
their slaves. 
As steps in this direction, the W.LL. 
P.F. makes the following recommenda- 
tions: 
® International Policies 
United Nations: 

Throughout the 36 years of its exist- 
ence the League has stood for a strong 
international organization, functioning 
democratically within the framework of 
law as essential to lasting peace. We 
believe that the United Nations repre- 
sents a stage of such an organization 
and as such we give it full support. 

The League believes that within the 
framework of the United Nations Char- 
ter, many steps can be taken to 
strengthen the United Nations and urges 
acceptance and application of the prin- 
ciple of universal membership and full 
support and use of the specialized 
agencies without the attempt on the part 
of any one of the member nations, in- 
cluding the United States for which we 
have a special responsibility, to make 
them instruments of national interest. 

We believe that the primary responsi- 
bility of the United Nations as outlined 
in the Charter, is to operate as an in- 
strument of mediation, negotiation and 
conciliation in resolving world tensions; 
and we deplore the way in which this 
high purpose has been perverted by 
acceptance of and reliance on collective y 
security by military might as a means 
of stopping agression and settling inter- 
national disputes. 

World Disarmament and 
World Reconstruction: 

The W.I.L.P.F. has watched with deep 
concern the extension of militarism and 
rearmament throughout the world. The 
concept of the containment of Com- 
munism by armed might, introduced by 
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the Truman Doctrine which provided 
arms aid to Greece and Turkey, has 
been implemented by the extension of 
the North Atlantic Pact and Arms Aid 
Program, the Inter-American Military 
Defense Board, and lastly the persistent 
efforts of the United States to re-arm 
and re-militarize both Germany and 
Japan. 

In the midst of a world armed against 
itself, the W.I.L.P.F. recommends World 
Disarmament and World Reconstruction 
as basic essentials for Peace and Free- 
dom. The W.I.L.P.F. supports the rec- 
ommendations of President Truman in 
his message before the United Nations 
General Assembly calling for universal 
disarmament, indicating that the plan 
must include all weapons; that there 
must be agreement by all powers with 
safeguards to guarantee adequate in- 
spection and to insure that agreements 
are carried out; that within the United 
Nations the work of the Commission on 
Conventional Weapons be combined 
with that of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission. 

The League supports those proposals 
which have been made in Congress 
calling for substantial world-wide re- 
duction in military expenditures and 
recommending that the United States 
should offer to use those sums for eco- 
nomic development of world resources 
and for the development of atomic 
energy for peaceful means. 

As steps which lead toward general 
disarmament, the W.I.L.P.F. recom- 
mends that the United Nations establish 
a Commission to study the burden 
placed on civilian economies by the 
present armament program to deter- 
mine how such expenditures might be 
turned from the unproductive use of 
human and material resources for mili- 
tary purposes without risking serious 
problems in employment; that the 
United States should be encouraged to 
take the initiative in urging world dis- 
armament; and that all international 
agreements to abolish conscription, to 
eliminate weapons of mass destruction, 
and to internationalize and demilitarize, 
under the United Nations, strategic 
waterways and polar regions, be con- 
cluded. 

International Economic Development: 

Recognizing that the low economic 
status of vast areas of the world results 
in human sufferings as well as in serious 
international problems, and_ believing 
in the use of the wealth of the world for 
the welfare of its people, we support an 


international economic assistance pro- 
gram courageous in magnitude. 

Since any investment by a great 
power will certainly be feared as im- 
perialistic, and since the people must 
be protected from economic exploita- 
tion, only a program carried on through 
the United Nations can furnish the safe- 
guards and inspire the confidence essen- 
tial to achieve the democratic and 
peaceful development we desire. 

We believe that economic crises and 
despair drive people to the desperate 
remedies offered by totalitarian dema- 
gogues; but economic welfare is the 
soil in which peace and democracy can 
grow. 


Inter-American Cooperation: 

The League urges upon the govern- 
ment of the United States continued 
growth in genuine cooperative sharing 
of responsibility for regional problems 
of the Western Hemisphere, political, 
economic and social, without hidden 
dominance by the U.S. Such regional 
action should be kept in harmony with 
the procedures and decisions of the 
United Nations, and whenever possible 
technical assistance should be offered 
ihrough the United Nations. 

The League especially urges coopera- 
tion of the U.S. with Latin American 
governments in developing concrete 
plans for raising living standards and 
strengthening responsible labor move- 
ments. It opposes the sale of war equip- 
ment by the U.S. to Latin American 
countries, confident such policy tends 
to increase military rivalries, and spe- 
cifically opposes the close military co- 
operation envisioned by the Inter-Amer- 
ican Military Defense Board, not only 
because it increases sales of military 
equipment at the expense of limitation 
of essential non-military goods, but be- 
cause it gives additional power and 
prestige to Latin American military 
elements already dangerously powerful. 


Colonialism and Trusteeship: 

The League has always stood for self- 
determination of peoples. The prin- 
ciples and organs of the United Nations 
which are designed to advance non-self 
governing territories consistently to- 
ward independence have not been faith- 
fully supported by the member nations. 
The best tests of devotion to democracy 
lie in those issues which concern the 
rights of weak or subject peoples 
against the interests of strong or col- 
onial powers. 

We deplore the fact that in such con- 
flicts our government as well as other 
governments have allowed military ex- 
pediency to determine where support 
would be given. We call upon our gov- 
ernment now to renounce military ex- 
pediency and to give full support to the 
subject peoples striving for independ- 
ence rather than to Colonial Powers or 
reactionary leaders acting against the 
will of the people. We further urge 
that our government act in accordance 
with the same principles in the national 
policy toward dependent territories. 
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UNITED NATIONS 


Channel: Mrs. Giapys WaLser, Observe 
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6. 


Study of the Charter of the UN, esp 
mediation, conciliation and judicial r 
been implemented and used. 

Study the work carried on by the E 
the past year, with special attention t 
a. The UN plan for Technical Assista 
b. The UN International Emergency 
Study the work of the Trusteeship — 
special attention to any progress towal 
natives of Southwest Africa to send th 
represented only by the Union of Sout 
to their welfare. 

Study the accomplishments of the Co 
with special attention to: 

a. The development of the Human Ri 
Study the activities of the Security C 
a. Growth of membership in the UN. 
b. Plans for Control of Armaments ar 
WIL action where advisable. 


II. INTER-AMERICAN 
Channel: Miss HELotse BRAINERD, Chair 
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2. 


Constant review of actions and policie 
American States, and WIL action wh 
Cooperation with Federation of the V 


lil. NATIONAL LEGISLATION IN THE U.§ 
Channel: Mrs. ANNALEE Stewart, Legi 
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Settlement of Korean conflict with « 
Johnson amendment for cease-fire foll 
ment of Far Eastern problems. 
Encourage the reintroduction of Senai 
disarmament and world reconstructior 
for world disarmament; support Rey 
Jr.’s House Con. Res. 122 for world 
tion. 

Oppose plans for a permanent univer: 
Oppose legislative measures for peace 
defense. 

Oppose National, State and Local act: 
ing loyalty tests. Work for the repeal 
Secure a Fair Employment Practice C 
Secure Repeal of Oriental Exclusion 
Secure Ratification of Genocide Conve 
Work for ratification of the Universal 
the amendments covering social and 
petition and the insertion of a conscie 
Support Amnesty for Conscientious C 
Urge the full appropriation of $15 1 
Children’s Emergency Fund. 

Support extension of controls to preve 


IV. RELATIONSHIPS WITH GOVERNMENT, 


AGENCIES AND COOPERATING C 


Channel: WasHINGTON OFFICE 


Maintain contact with State Departm 
Support every effort leading to lesse 
creating a basis for peace. 

Urge the U.S. delegation to work | 
the U.N. 

Encourage realistic and constructive | 
German and Japanese settlement. 
Urge that technical assistance progran 
cooperation be carried out through t 
Support independence for colonial pec 
and gifts to colonial powers for arms | 
Urge the President of the U. S. to pr 
principles in his message to the UN | 
1950, calling for World Disarmament 


| 

3. 
4 
3. 
4. 
: 5. 
6. 
8. 
10. 
11. 
2. 
3. 
: 4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 


1951-52 PROGRAM 
| AND ACTION 
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of the Committees of the General Assembly, 


Human Rights Covenant. 

Security Council with special attention to: 
in the UN. 

naments and for World Wide Disarmament. 


ERD, Chairman Inter-American Work 

and policies affecting our relations with other 
action where advisable. 

n of the Women of the Americas. 


THE U.S. CONGRESS 

WART, Legislative Secretary 

lict with an immediate Cease-Fire. Support 
ise-fire followed by a Conference for the settle- 
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on of Senator McMahon’s resolution on world 
onstruction; support Senator Flanders’ efforts 
upport Representative Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
for world disarmament and world reconstruc- 


ent universal military training program. 
s for peacetime regimentation of civilians for 


| Local acts denying civil liberties and requir- 
- the repeal of the McCarran Act. 
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Exclusion Act. 
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through the UN agencies. 

colonial peoples and oppose use of U.S. loans 
; for arms against subject peoples. 

U. S. to present a concrete plan based on the 
o the UN General Assembly of October 24th, 
sarmament and World Reconstruction. 


(cont'd from col. 2) 
Refugees: 

The League believes in the principle 
of the free movement of people. We 
vigorously oppose transfers of people 
without their consent. We are deeply 
concerned that before the problems of 
millions of people made homeless by 
World War II or by political oppression 
have been even partially settled, mil- 
lions more have been left destitute by 
the Korean War and continuing politi- 
cal persecutions by both right and left. 
Many lack the material or legal requi- 
sites of migration and free settlement. 
Many maimed and handicapped repre- 
sent a problem for which no solution 
has yet been found. The League pro- 
tests vigorously against slave labor in 
any country under any guise and be- 
lieves it is the responsibility of indi- 
vidual countries as well as of the United 
Nations to see to it that these violations 
of human rights are ended. We com- 
mend the United Nations for its valiant 
efforts through the I.R.O. to deal with 
the difficult problem of refugees, ex- 
pellees and displaced persons, and in 
the appointment of a High Commis- 
sioner for refugees. We support the 
effort of the Economic and Social Coun- 
cil to work out legal regulations for the 
protection of refugees and to prevent 
the deplorable status of the stateless. 
We commend the work of the United 
Nations Commission for Relief and Re- 
habilitation of Korea and U.N.R.W.A. 
(Palestine Relief Agency), and the 
establishment of an office in Jerusalem 
responsible for dealing with the assess- 
ment and payment of compensation to 
Arab refugees. 


® Domestic Policies 
Economic and Social Welfare: 

The League reiterates its conviction 
that government exists for the sake of 
the citizen. The first concern of gov- 


ernment is, therefore, to obtain and 
maintain the conditions which allow the 
maximum development of its citizens. 

Wherever private initiative and indi- 
vidual concern have failed to provide 
the essential facilities for health, hous- 
ing, education, employment and social 
insurance for all citizens, the League 
believes it is the province of government 
to make available through proper legis- 
lative process, these requisite conditions 
for the maintenance of human oe 
Such legislation should include carefully 
drawn safeguards to insure democratic 
controls, and should use existing insti- 
tutions as far as possible. 

The most urgent current economic 
problem is inflation. The League be- 
lieves that the government should act 
vigorously to control credit, the price 
level and the wage level. We recognize 
that the true remedy for inflation is in- 
creased production, and we deplore the 
fact that so much of the productive 
capacity of our nation is now going into 
materials for war with the resulting 
high price level for essential consumer’s 
goods. Control of the level of prices 
for such goods must precede control of 
wages. 

A far-sighted conservation policy 
should be adopted to protect natural 
resources such as soil, forests, water, 
minerals and oil. 


Labor Policy: 

The League believes that a vigorous 
and democratic labor movement is the 
best safeguard for the rights of workers 
and has a permanent and valuable place 
in our economy. We recognize that 
strikes are often labor’s only effective 
means of obtaining redress of griev- 
ances and attaining desirable economic 
security and hence the right to strike 
must be maintained. Strikes may also 
be precipitated by refusal of manage- 

(cont'd on page 4) 


8. Urge the President to take the initiative in calling for an immediate Cease 
Fire in Korea and in bringing about a settlement of the Korean conflict. 
9. Urge the President to instruct the U.S. delegates to the UN to take the 
initiative in making the UN an instrument for negotiation, mediation, con- 
ciliation and judicial review rather than an instrument for collective 


security. 
10. Cooperating Organizations: 


FrieNDS COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION — Washington Office 
Crvit Liperties CLEARING House — Washington Office 

NationaL Councit Acainst Conscription — Washington Office 
CoNSULTATIVE PEACE CoNFERENCE — Washington and Philadelphia 


Offices 


NaTIonaAL Peace CONFERENCE — Philadelphia and New York Offices 
Women 1n Wortp Arrairs — New York Office 

Women Unitep ror Unitep Nations — New York Office 

Tue Nation Associates — New York Office 


OTHER ITEMS ON PROGRAM 


Action in any of these fields will be more effective as members become 
better informed. To that end we encourage the formation of study 


groups on: 


1. United Nations 

2. 

8. 

4. Human Rights 

5. Civil Liberties 

6. Labor-Management 


World Disarmament and World Reconstruction 
Technical Assistance to Underdeveloped Countries 


= 
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(cont'd from page 3) 
ment to consider grievances and reas- 
onable requests. However, peace in 
labor- management relations can best 
be achieved by the development of 
methods of negotiation and arbitration 
based on a knowledge of conditions in 
the industry, and by a sense of responsi- 
bility to the community on the part of 
both labor and management. 


Freedom of Thought and Speech: 

The guarantee of freedom of thought 
and speech is necessary to a democratic 
society. The League condemns the in- 
creasing interference with freedom of 
opinion by the use of loyalty tests. 

Such measures, while purporting to 
protect democracy, are themselves sub- 
versive since they undermine the basic 
principle of democracy—faith in the 
ability of the individual to think for 
himself. 

They obscure the clear distinction 
that should be maintained between 
thought and action. No person should 
be tried or condemned because of opin- 
ion, or because of association with 
others holding unpopular opinions. 
While it is frequently difficult to distin- 
guish between an idea and an incitement 
to action, failure to make this distinc- 
tion leads to a situation in which men 
are afraid of critical thinking. 


The climate of unthinking conformity 
induced by such measures endangers 
future progress. In all fields, greater 
knowledge can be obtained only if there 
is the possibility of criticizing estab- 
lished ideas and of examining all pos- 
sible alternatives. 


The machinery necessary to adminis- 
ter such measures tends toward the 
creation of a police state in which criti- 
cal, courageous, and far-sighted citizens 
are sometimes put at the mercy of ig- 
norant and unscrupulous spies and in- 
formers. 

Whatever the dangers may be from 
fifth columns, the greater danger lies 
in our lack of vigorous faith in our 
own democratic institutions. The best 
defense of freedom is the practice of 
freedom. 


Freedom of Communications: 

The League condemns all government 
censorship of the news which interferes 
with free interchange of opinion and 
full access to reliable information. But 
the League also recognizes that the ab- 
sence of governmental control does not 
insure the needed freedom of communi- 
cations. 

To the extent to which the motion 
pictures, press, radio and television are 
not available for the free and full ex- 
pression of responsible opinion, there 
cannot be the free discussion and full 
information on which democratic policy 
depends. We further deplore the con- 
trols exerted by those groups within 
local communities or areas which seek 
to limit release of material which they 
consider contrary to their circumscribed 
views and opinions. 


The Abolition of Discrimination: 

The League urges effective action to 
eliminate from all phases of our na- 
tional life discrimination based on race, 
sex, religion, political or national back- 
ground. We urge the removal of all 
barriers to the free and equal exercise 
of the franchise, and a free and equal 
opportunity for education, employment 
and housing without regard to race, 
class, sex, religion or politics. The 
carrying out of this policy necessitates 
creating a social climate in which dis- 
crimination cannot flourish as well as 
opposing infringement on civil liberties 
and civil rights. 

Finally the League believes that segre- 
gation in its various forms is wrong 
and breeds discrimination and that it 
must be abolished. 


Immigration and Naturalization: 

The W.I.L.P.F. recommends a study 
and evaluation of our immigration and 
naturalization policies to determine their 
validity in the light both of present day 
conditions and needs. We believe it is 
essential that those present laws be 
liberalized as well as clarified. We urge 
that all barriers to immigration based 
solely on race and national origin should 
be eliminated. We further urge that 
undue power should not be concentrated 
in the hands of administrative officials 
and that the right to judicial review 
must not be eliminated. We recom- 
mend that unused quotas be pooled 
and made available in the succeeding 
fiscal year to more persons with no 
preference status and care should be 
taken to make certain that quota pro- 
visions are not further restricted. 


Conscientious Objectors: 

The extension of militarism in almost 
every phase of national life increases 
the difficulties of as well as the necessity 
for conscientious objection. We de- 
plore the limited definition of a Con- 
scientious Objector as it appears in the 
Selective Service law, and urge support 
of all those who for conscience sake 
take their stand against conscription 
and military service. This means those 
who claim status as conscientious ob- 
jectors under the law and those who 
find themselves conscientiously opposed 
to conscription itself, and therefore re- 
fuse to register. The League supports 
those who are conscientiously opposed 
to paying that share of their taxes which 
goes for military purposes. We deplore 
the practice of second prosecutions of 
conscientious objectors which we be- 
lieve violate even the intent of the Selec- 
tive Service Law. 

We recommend that amnesty be 
granted to all violators of the Selective 
Service law whose principle of objection 
was conscientiously held—whether ex- 
pressed in ethical, intellectual, philo- 
sophical or humanitarian terms, as well 
as to those who use religious terms to 
express their belief. We include in this 
list the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Puerto 
Ricans who objected to conscription 
without representation, the Navajo and 


Hopi Indians who objected on religious 
grounds, the Negroes who opposed 
Selective Service and Training Act on 
the grounds of racial discrimination, 
and those who would walk out of Civil- 
ian Public Service Camps or who re- 
fused to cooperate in C.P.S. Camps or 
in prison because of Conscientious 
reasons. 


In order for branches to have 
the source material necessary for 
the carrying out of the priorities 
of 1951-52, the National Litera- 
ture Office, 2006 Walnut Street, 
Phila., Pa., will attempt to have 
kits prepared on each of the prior- 
ities, for this fall. The office also 
has kits now in preparation on 
“Our Foreign Policy”. which will 
deal with the topic which was the 
subject of the Cazenovia Annual 
Meeting. Especially valuable for 
those who could not be at the 
meeting. $1.00 per kit. 


A Litany 
From all forms of race prejudice, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


From meddling in the affairs of other 
nations more than we would want them 
to meddle in ours, 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


From flaunting our riches in the face 
of a poverty-stricken world, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


From taking advantage of our 
strength to have our own way in the 
council of nations, 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


From ever strengthening the bad 
government of any foreign nation for 
the advantage it will give us, 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


From thinking our way of life is best 
for all peoples, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


From pretending to fight for other 
nations when we are really fighting to 
make the world safe for ourselves and 
our trade, 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


From denying to any people, even on 
some tiny island, those things which we 
ourselves value, as the right to make 
their own laws and choose their own 
rulers, 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


From using our guns to make more 
people homeless, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


And teach us to know that all peoples 
of the world are proud and have some 
things to give, that they will act their 
best and we can work together when we 
treat them as equals and friends. Amen. 

MarcERY RYERSON. 
—Reprinted from “Peace Action” 
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